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ent Cries to the Aer on your behalf, and 

e hope, produdtive. of ſome real Advantage to out 
own Souls. The Spirit of Prayer has, We truſt, in 
ſome Degree been poured forth, accompanied with an 
humble Senſe of our Sins and infirmities, our Wants 
and Neceſſities, and a thankful n of the 
divine E. Tas 


Now that the Profits of our Meeting might not be 
confin'd to, or terminate in durſelves, We would, 
according to Cuſtom, tender you our Tordial and 
affectionate Advice; earneſtly intreating that it might 
be received with a Temper of Mind ſuited to its Na- 

ture and Importance, and be productive of Effects, 
equal to our moſt ardent 8 * e Ex- 
pectations. [3 1 


Lock well then to © Foundation upon mhich you 

are built, and ſeriouſly and frequently. examine your 
State God-ward : See that;you lay Chrilt at the bot- 
tom of your Religion, as the Support of it ; that you 
place him at the top of it, as its Glory ; and that you 
make him the Centre of i 30 to unite all its Parts, and 
add Beauty and Vigour to the whole: Remember that 
Growth in Chriſtianity is Growth in the Knowledge 

of Chriſt : Seek that Sorrow, that Peace, that Holi- 
neſs, that Eſtabliſhment, which flow from Chriſt: Let 

- all your Duties begin and end in Chriſt : For ( as the 
great Dr. Owen obſerves) ©©.To take up Mercy, Par- 
don, and F orgiveneſs abſolutely. on the Account 
« of Chriſt, and then to yield all Obedience in the 

<« Strength of Chriſt, and 125 the Love of Chriſt, is 

« the Life of a true Believer.” As Chriſt is the Sum 
and Subſtance of experimental, ſo he is the Spring and 
Source of practical Religion; and the ſpiritual Im- 
rovement of his Blood: by F aith, is as neceſſary for 


our 1 and Comfort, as the ſhedding of it 
was 
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was for our Juſtification and Acceptance with God. 


Take heed leſt your Hearts be at any time harden'd 
thro' the Deceitfulneſs of Sin. One Corruption fa- 
voured and indulged, has ſometimes made dreadful 
Havock even in the gracious Soul. Take Care of 
Pride, Paſſion, Cenſoriouſneſs, Unmercifulneſs, and 
eſpecially that inordinate Affection to the Things of 
this World, which, as it is an Hindrance to Duty, ſo 
oftentimes draws a Cloud over the Chriſtian's Evi- 
dences, and fixes an indelible Blot upon his Character 
in the Eyes of carnal Men. A Citizen of Heaven 
ſhoald be a Stranger upon Earth. vi 


Remember that where there is no relative Religion 
there is no real Religion. Let your Deportment then 
towards your Children and Servants be grave, and yet 


pleaſant ; your Inſtructions folemn, and yet plain; 


your Prayers with and for them pertinent, and ſuited 
to their Caſe; and your whole Behaviour amiable and 
endearing. Moroſeneſs and Severity, even when at- 


tended: with real Piety, throw a gloomy Aſpect -upon | 


the Ways of God, and have a diſcouraging Influence, 

eſpecially upon young Perſons. Bear with us if We 
add one more Direction under this Head, take Care 
of ſtretching out Family Worſhip to an unreaſonable 
length, or performing it unfeaſonably : Let it not be 
deferr'd too late in the Morning, leſt your Hearts 
ſhould be engag'd in the Hurries of Buſineſs, and en- 
tangled with the'Cares of the World ; nor put it off 
till the laſt Thing in the Evening, left you ſhould be 
overcome with Drowſineſs, and thus yawn out a Pray- 
er, inſtead of groaning out one. 5 


Endeavour to maintain a reverential Awe of God 

jos your Minds, and be in his Fear all the Day long; 
ch Fear is ngt only conſiſtent with an ardent Love 
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to, and ſteady n upon him, but will be an 
Antidote againſt Temptation, a Preventive of Hy 
criſy, and give Life, Seriouſneſs and Spirituality to to 
all gur religious Duties ; 3 for ta ſerve God in a formal 
dl he cu ſtomary manner, is not to ſerve, but to mock 
£ (4/53 Enter into your Cloſets, as ſeeing him that is 
inviſible : Place yourſelves i in the Aſſembly, as under 
bis immediate Inſpection; and when called out * 
particular Oecaſions to be a Mouth far others, feek 
not ſo much the Applauſe of Men, as the Teftimony 
of your on Conſcience, and the Approbatian of God 


Be juſt and honeſt in your Dealings : Impoſe not 
upon the Ignorance or Credulity of any : Rather ſuffer 
by others than let them he Sufferers by ou: Injure 
not your Neighbour in any of his Rights or Poflef- 
ſions: Make his Intereſt your own, and what you 
would think it reaſonable for him to do, that in a like 
Caſe do to him. Nothing has ever brought. à greater 

Reproach upon Chriſtianity, than the tricking and 
fraudulent Practices of thoſe, who are Profeſſors of it, 
Attend then our dear Friends to that moſt excellent 
Inſtruction of the Apoſtle Paul; bai ſaever Things 
are true, whatſoever Things are  boneft, whatſoever 
Things are juſt, whatſotuer Things are pure, whats] 
{cever Things are lavely, whatſoever Things are of good 
Report, if there be any Virtue, Nun dere be amy. — 
THINK ON THESE Things'' (+ 5 2251 003 D 


Be ſtrict in obſerving. the 3 D of Reſt, and 
not contented with attending upon pyublick Worſtyp, 
let it be the Sabbath of the Lord in all your Dwellings; 


Eye: Inſiſt upon their remembring ſomething of what 
they have heard: Put them upon reading Scrip- 
tures ; what is above their Capacities, explain to them. 
and pie the Day v with _——_—_ Ky 
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We would rejoice in that Peace and Harmony, 
which prevails amongſt the Churches in general: Do 


ſcience, for the Preſervation. of it: Sacrifice private 
and perſonal Intereſts for the publick Good: Endea- 

vour after an intimate Acquaintance, and keep up a 
Chriſtian Correſpondence one with another: Walk in 
Love, bear one anothers Burdens, and ſo fulfil the 
Law of Chriſt. In a Word, labour like the primitive 
Chriſtians to be of one Heart and one Soul, and let the 
Communion of Saints, which is a fundamental Article 
of your Faith, be a delightful Part of your Experience. 


Be intreated frequently to look back to your firſt 
ſetting out in the ways of Religion: Search your 
Hearts, and pray to God to ſearch them: Be not 

contegted with the Form of Godlineſs, without the 
WM Power; a new. Name without a new Nature; titular 
rl Sandtiry without real Piety ; an outward Profeſſion 
1 without an holy Converſation -: For if like the fooliſh 
LM Virgins you want Oil in your Veſſels, when, like them, 
tf you ſeek to enter, the Door will be ſhut. To conclude, 
oil carefully diſtinguiſh between the Means and the End: 
or 
4 
2 


Bleſs God for a Goſpel Miniſtry, but do not reſt in it: 
Practiſe Duties, but do not depend upon them: At- 
tend upon Ordinances, but be not ſatisfied with them: 
Let Chriſt be the Glory of your Religion, and then 
Jour Religion will be the Glory of Chriſt. 


Need any Motives be added to enforce theſe Ex- 
hortations? Are they not evidently calculated for 
your own Advantage ? By theſe Things Men live : 
ul e all theſe is the Life of your Spirit, and We are 
perſuaded, that a due Attention to them will contri- 
bute to your inc Comfort, and more extenſive 
mill Uſefulneſs. To live by Faith on Chriſt, is the moſt 


fo and arlginful; To live e the Glory 4 Gd, 


all that you can conſiſtent with Truth and a good Con- 
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the moſt becoming and honourable Life in the World. 
It is our low, loole, unequal walking in Religion (ſays 
one) that makes the Senſe of God's Love, Peace with 
God, and Evidence for 1 LA, ſo rare a Thing 
amongſt 1 us. 


And now may che e and ever r bleſſed Jeho- 
vah come leaping over the mountains of your Sins 
and Iniquities, and. viſit you with his Salvation : May 
he pour down in an abundant meaſure his holy Spirit 
upon you: May he bleſs you and keep you, lift up 
the light of his Countenance upon you, and be gra- 
Cious to you. Under his divine Influence may you 
Rand faſt in the Faith, quit you like Men, and be 
ſtrong. Forgetting che Things that are behind may 
you preſs towards them. that are before ; and labour 
that whether preſent or abſent ; living or dying; in 
the Fleſh or out of it; proſtrate before the Throne 0 
of God's Grace here, or ſtanding before the Throne 
of his Judgment hereafter, you might. be accepted of 
him. Finally, Brethren, Farewel : be perfect, be of 

z00d Comfort, be of one Mind, live in Peace, and the 
God of Love and Peace ſhall be with Fs Thug | 
deſire and pray FJ 
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ſhould be caution'd againft ſuch an intertmeddling with 
the Affairs of State as might lead them to f. peak evil 
of Dignities and cenſure thoſe Things which they do 
not and perhaps cannot underſtand, == 
It was alfo-requeſted by another Church that a 
Word might be dropp'd againſt unſettled Notions in 

m 


Religion, that We mi 


eligion, that 82580 not be carried about with 
avers and ſtrange Doctrines, but ſeek after that good 


Thing, an Heart eſtablih'd by Grace. 


It was allo moyed by one of the Brethren, that 
Members of Churches might be exhorted to gain ſome 
Kill in the Art of Singing, in otder to join in that 
lightful part of publick Worthip, not leaving it to 
be chiefly or alone perform'd by the graceleſs Part of 


In all which Requeſts We heartily concur, and 
therefore world recommend the Things before men- 
ond to your ſerious Conſideration, - 


j On Tueſday Evening the Meſſengers being met, 
e Letters from the Churches were read, and the Op- 


Vrtunity was both begun ang concluded with Prayer. 


Wedneſday Morning Directions were gi ven for the 
rawing up of the Circular Letter, and Brother Beddome 
xing deſir'd to perform that Service, ſome Tune was 
Ppent in Fraxet. „ b * 1 

| "The ſame Day the publick Meeting was opened by 
brother Framig Brot ber Aſh proceeded in Prayer, 
other M Gtwan preach d from Fſalm xlv. and. 
3. Verſe, The King's Daughter ig all 5/orious within 5 
ter Cloathing is of wrought Cold. Brother Cal eb. Evans 
ven pray' d, Brother Turner preanh'd from Romans | 
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